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over these differences as far as possible, to try to harmonise
interests and assuage feelings which under existing conditions
are apt to conflict with one another. Thus only can the whole
country be well and truly served. M. Thiers pursued pre-
cisely the contrary course. In order to foster reaction and to
strengthen the position of the bourgeoisie, he and his supporters
set to work deliberately to excite the hatred of the country-
folk against their brethren of the towns. They were willing
to accept the Eepublic only on the distinct understanding that
it should be, as Zola expressed it, a bourgeoised sham. The
bogey of the social revolution was stuck up daily to frighten
the timid property-owners. Above all, Paris was pointed out
as the danger spot of order-respecting Prance. Paris ought to
be muzzled and kept under even more strictly by the self-
respecting Eepublic than by the Empire. That way alone lay
safety. Thus the dislike of the provincials for the capital was
fanned to so fierce a heat that the very title of capital was
denied to her. As a result of this unpatriotic and traitorous
policy Paris herself was unfortunately forced to the conviction
that the reactionists of Bordeaux were determined to deprive
her of all her rights, and that the great city which founded the
Eepublic would be made to suffer dearly for her presumption.
Nearly all that followed was in reality due to this sinister
policy of provocation, adopted and carried out by M. Thiers
and his bigoted followers,

Glemenceau's position was a difficult one. Knowing both
peasants and Parisians intimately well, he saw clearly the very
dangerous situation which must inevitably be created by such
tactics of exasperation. As one of the deputies of Eadical
Eepubliean Paris, he did his utmost at Bordeaux to maintain
the independence of his constituents and to resist the fatal
action of the majority. As the son of a landowner in La
Vendee, he understood Nearly the views of the provincials and
how necessary it was that they should be thoroughly informed
as to the aims of the Parisians. But Paris had first claim on
his services. He therefore associated himself with Louis Blanc,